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DISTRIBUTOR 

A growing network of 
international support 

Laser-Scan has actively marketed overseas 
since it was founded and has relied on a 
number of local partners to both establish 
the company name and supply the high 
level of pre - and post -sale support 
demanded. The role of these distributors, 
in developing these parallel markets, is of 
strategic importance in determining the 
company's growth and profitability. Our 
distributor network is continually being 
extended, and its members are actively 

encouraged to exchange information and 
ideas, especially at the annual Laser -Scan 
distributor's conference. 

Laser-Scan has signed up distributors in 
Scandinavia, Spain, Germany, South Africa, 
Greece, Japan, Mexico and Korea and is 
extending its European network to France, 
the Netherlands and Italy. New market 
opportunities are opening up in Eastern 
Europe as export licensing regulations are 
relaxed, and as environmental and 

NEWS 

infrastructure projects get under way. 
In the Middle East, Laser-Scan already 

has a large installation in Saudi Arabia, and 
is looking for local partners in the Gulf 
region, Oman, India and Pakistan. The 
most active area of all is the Pacific Rim, 
where Laser-Scan has distributors in]apan 
and Korea, and is in the process of 
negotiating further agreements with 
companies in Malaysia, Thailand, Hong 
Kong and Australia. _ 
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'Sales are 
looking up' 

--- --
-
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Distributors worldwide gathered together 
recently in Laser-Scan for the annual 
conference. Held over three days, sessions 
were held on marketing, technology and 
industry developments as well as new 
products, applications, and technical support. 

New partnerships include •••••• 
SsangYong Computer Systems 
Corporation, based in Seoul, is one of 
Korea's largest systems integrators with a 
strong track record of handling complex 
mapping and GIS projects for the public 
sector. Due to market demand SsangYong 
have placed an initial order for ten VTRAK 
systems ........ Descartes Scanning BV, of 
the Netherlands has been appointed as 
Laser-Scan's latest Dutch VAR. Descartes 
will market Laser-Scan's map data capture 
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technology and Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) throughout the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Latest orders from new customers 
include the following Open Systems 
VTRAKsales 
• SAGA Petroleum, Norway and Texaco 
UK for subsea geological map data capture 
• the city of Trollhetten, Sweden for large 
scale (1:500 and 1:1000 scale) map 
digitising 

• Intergraph purchase Laser-Scan's VTRAK 
for Oslo Energy to digitise electricity 
foreground information. 

In addition, the Forestry Research 
Institute - part of the Ministry of Agriculture 
in Athens, Greece have placed a major 
contract with Space Hellas, Laser-Scan's 
Greek distributor for a major expansion to 
their existing Laser-Scan system. The new 
equipment includes a large format scanner 
and both VTRAK and HORIZON software. _ 
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Laser·Scan move into 
the high street! 

New store location for Marks and Spencer 
is now assisted by Laser-Scan technology. 
METROPOLIS GIS has been installed in 
the Estates Department of the country's 
best known high street store. It is being 
used to predict and assess floor space 
requirements by relating available sites to 
catchment area statistics, and is linked to 
Marks and Spencer's statistical database. 
Marks and Spencer chose METROPOLIS, 
because of its rich functionality and Laser
Scan's application expertise and support. 

More recent 
sales ..... 
• The Building Research Establishment, 
UK - HORIZON, for a long-term 
environmental analysis project into the 
effect of pollutants upon building 
materials .... . 

• Department of Survey and Land 
Information, New Zealand - VTRAK, for 
map data capture .... 

• Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, 
South Africa - VTRAK and SCREEN 1000 
Colour Scanner, for data input to their 
existing GIS .... 

• Forestry Commission, UK - VTRAK and 
HORIZON, for map production and estate 
management. ... 

• Geonex Martel, USA - VTRAK for 
conversion contracts .... 

• GIS Technology Centre, Canada -
HORIZON, as part of a national mapping 
project.. .. 

• Hydrographic Office, UK - SCREEN 1000 
Colour Scanner, to provide raster data for 
their existing 4 VTRAK and LAMPS 
systems .... 

• Oxford Institute of Retail Management -
METROPOLIS, for market analysis and 
academic research work for the retail 
sector ... . 

• Precision Blue, USA - Laserplot 4040, for 
top quality reproduction .... 

• US Department of Defense - VTRAK, 
supplied in conjunction with ERDAS Inc. • 

MARKS & SPENCER 

Have you 
.... the recent Laser-Scan chapter in the 
new Longman encyclopedia on GIS? IT not, 
the full reference is given below. 

Many papers are written and presented 
by both Laser -Scan staff and customers. 
These are an invaluable source of 
information and in future editions of LINES 
we will include a summary of recent papers. 
Please let us know of any which you or 

seen ..... 
your colleagues have prepared by sending a 
copy to Linda Miller at Laser-Scan. 

Jackson M J and Woodsford P A (1991) 
GIS Data Capture Hardware and Software. 
In: Maguire D 1, Goodchild M F, Rhind D W 
(eds.) Geographical Information Systems: 
principals and applications. Longman, 
London, pp 239-249, Voll. • 
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New territories for digital maps 

A digital map database of Canada by the 
year 2000 seems a tough challenge, but the 
Canada Centre for Geomatics (CCG) at 
Sherhrooke, Quebec are currently working 
to meet it. They have been assigned to 
produce the data required to form the 
National Topographic Database (NTDB) -
the digital format of the 918 maps at 
1:250,000 scale and the 12,922 maps at 
1:50,000 that form Canada's base mapping. 

Crucial to the success of the project are 
the twenty-six Laser-Scan workstations, 
now in place at eCG, chosen following a 
stringent set of production tests. The 
Laser-Scan systems produced highly 
accurate results in a far shorter time than 
the competition - this, combined with the 
flexibility of LITES2, convinced CCG that 
Laser-Scan was the only supplier of 
sufficient cal ibre to win the contract. 

As a result CCG has installed Laser
Scan equipment in the three key areas of 
production. LITES2 is used by the Data 
Standardization Group to structure and 
check data from the wide variety of sources 
which contribute to the NTDB. LITES2 is 
also used, alongside 12 VTRAK 
workstations, in the Scanning Group, 

converting stable, base documents of up-to
date maps into high quality vector format. 
During this process, the 1:50,000 scale 
topographic map sheets are initially 
scanned on an Optronics scanner. With the 
vast quantities of data involved in the 
project the semi-automatic editing 
capability of VTRAK is vital, as manual 
digitising would be too slow. 

LITES2 is also central to CCG's 
Cartographic Output Group. It is used to 
integrate NTDB data with various other 
sources, in order to produce the final hard 
copy. 

The NTDB is a highly prestigious 
project. It will meet the growing demand 
by GIS users in Canada for digital data, 
which is now being used in more and more 

Laser·Scan set 
for expansion 
Alex Wood joins Laser-Scan as Business 
Development Director, bringing over 15 
years of experience in the GIS marketplace. 

As part of the Laser -Scan senior 
management team, Alex will be directing a 
new phase in the company's growth with 
the introduction of new products and the 
further development of international 
markets and strategic alliances. He will be 
particularly active in ensuring that company 
strategies and products take full account of 
customer requirements. 

8 

Alex is joining the Laser-Scan team from 
GeoVision Systems Incorporated where he 
was responsible for Canadianllnternational 
business. In addition, Alex held numerous 
executive management positions in product 
development, operations and sales and 
marketing. 
The knowledge and experience which Alex 
brings will be invaluable to the continued 
growth of Laser -Scan as the company 
moves ahead with the expansion of its Open 
Systems product line in early 1993. • 

diverse applications. In addition to the 
more conventional GIS uses, future 
applications may include oil-spill 
monitoring, hydroelectric transmission 
planning and biogeoc1imatic information 
systems. 

The GIS Technology Centre in Ottawa, 
also part of the Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Resources that oversees CCG, installed 
Laser-Scan's VTRAK and DTM (Digital 
Terrain Modelling) software in 1991. Early 
in 1992 the centre added Open Systems 
VTRAK and Horizon. The centre aims to 
inform and educate potential Canadian 
users of GIS technology, and has created a 
showcase of products for potential 
customers to try in advance of placing an 
order. • 

Alex Wood, Business Development Director 


